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From Your President:

This year has been remarkable! Celebrating our 50th anniversary of the sister city affiliation between Stuttgart and St. Louis has provided many events that featured official visits, cultural exchanges, youth exchanges, and business meetings and agreements of mutual cooperation on energy issues.

Our volunteers whether they are board members, committee members, or members of the St. Louis community are the best!  We have also had support from our local elected officials without whom the program wouldn’t exist. In addition, our generous sponsors have made it possible to put on our programs.  Without you all we couldn’t have begun to tackle such a momentous challenge! 

We are all dedicated to raising money for student scholarships and having a great time while we do it. As you can see from the pictures on our website we always have fun!  If you would like to learn more or volunteer to work at an upcoming event please call me at 636-530-1010.

Enjoy reading all the news from St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister Cities!


Susanne Evens




50th Anniversary Official Delegation 
Visit to Stuttgart
By Jessica Schmid

When President Eisenhower began the sister-city movement in 1956, his aim was to promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, and economic partnership.  In the 50 years since the official twinning of our cities, both sides have more than lived up to that goal—and the dream continues.


To commemorate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister City (SLSSC) partnership, Mayor Francis G. Slay led a ten-member delegation from Saint Louis to Stuttgart from May 5-10, 2010.  The members of the delegation included SLSSC President Susanne Evens as well as SLSSC Board Members Michael King and Michael Schmid, who was accompanied by his wife Jessica and daughter Elisabeth.  Also in attendance, were Timothy Nowak, executive director of the World Trade Center St. Louis; Steven Johnson, senior vice-president for economic development, St. Louis Regional Chamber and Growth Association (RCGA); Sherry [image: C:\Users\pljg10\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\17O5FU26\DSC01132 (3).JPG]Wibbenmeyer, personal assistant to Mayor Francis Slay; and Steven Hale, head brew master, Schalfly Brewery St. Louis.

In addition to fostering cultural understanding, the five day trip was designed to highlight the broad spectrum of areas in which the two cities benefit from cooperation, including education, social welfare, medical technology, traffic and emergency management, and business development.  The relationships and business connections borne of this trip undoubtedly have a profound and lasting impact on both on the members of the delegation, and our communities as a whole.

Bilateral business development has been an increasingly important component of the sister city relationship since the early 1990s.  The delegation had an opportunity to explore behind the scenes several of Stuttgart’s best known companies, with a private tour of the Daimler-Benz plant in Sindelfingen, the new Mercedes museum in Bad Cannstatt, and the Porsche museum in Zuffenhausen.  St. Louis is a major center for industrial metal production and precision electronics, both sectors that find a strong demand in Stuttgart’s consumer economy.  The delegation also enjoyed a private lunch and wine-tasting at Weingut Christel Currle vineyards, situated in the beautiful hills southeast of Stuttgart in Uhlbach.  The vineyard has splendid views of the Swabian hills surrounding Stuttgart, as well as the Grabkapelle Württemberg—the final resting chapel of Queen Katharina and King Wilhelm I, the second King of Württemberg.  Another area with strong bilateral cooperation exists within the brewing industry.  The Schlafly Brewery partnered with Calwer-Eck Bräu in Stuttgart to create a dry hop jubilee beer to commemorate the Fiftieth Anniversary, and the relationship between the two breweries and their brew masters continues.

The municipal government of Stuttgart invests heavily in its youth through numerous educational and after school programs.  There are several city-to-city links in the area of secondary and higher education, dating back to 1967 when the first St. Louis high school students came to study in Stuttgart.  The delegation visited one of the three Stuttgart area secondary schools with an exchange program to St. Louis, the Geschwister-Scholl-Gymnasium in Stuttgart-Degerloch.  The relationship between St. Louis and Stuttgart is equally strong on the University level.  The first student came from Stuttgart to study in St. Louis as early as 1960, and formal exchange programs have been in place since 1982.  The delegation was invited to the Universität Stuttgart to appear as a special guest panel at Dr. Wolfgang Holtkamp’s seminar “American Regions: Mississippi.”  Dr. Holtkamp currently leads a partnership project and student exchange with the University Of Missouri, St. Louis, and is launching a second with St. Louis University.

[image: C:\Users\pljg10\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\50anniv STL STR 164.jpg]Another area where the sister cities mutually benefit is within the field of medical technology.  Cooperation has flourished throughout the years in the medical field, and there is now a close relationship between cardiologists and heart surgeons at the Washington University School of Medicine and the Klinikum Stuttgart, Katharinenhospital, as well as Sana Herzchirurgie Stuttgart. The delegations’ members were able to observe the performance of a highly innovative heart valve replacement procedure at Katharinenhospital that is not yet approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.                                                

Perhaps the most important—and certainly the most entertaining—parts of the visit were the cultural events.  Saint Louis has enjoyed many of Stuttgart’s finest cultural productions, including two visits by the world famous Stuttgart Ballet and numerous art, music, photography, and sports exhibitions.  The delegation was able to enjoy a number of cultural events during their stay.  On their first evening in Stuttgart they attended Stuttgarter Frühlingsfest at the Cannstatter Wasen fairgrounds, where Mayor Slay was able to greet a sizable crowd in the Stuttgarter Hofbräu tent.  There was also a Jazz Concert at the Stuttgarter Theaterhaus featuring the Bosman Twins, who hail from Saint Louis and performed with the three-man jazz band Trijo from Stuttgart.  The delegation also enjoyed a trip to the Stuttgart Opera House to experience Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro, though only a couple members were able to follow the plot between the Italian performance and German subtitles.
50th Anniversary Scholarship
Awarded to Steven Fogarty
By Wilma Prifti

The St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister Cities has awarded their 50th anniversary of $5,000 to Steven Fogarty.  Steven is a junior at University of Missouri-St. Louis majoring in Computer Science and will attend the University of Stuttgart for one year beginning this fall.  

Steven’s great grandparents were German-speaking farmers.  After the World Wars his grandparents and parents were not allowed to speak, but Steven would catch his great grandpa slipping into German.  He loved the language and studied it in high school and went to Germany on a school exchange.  He has continued studying German and plans to get a minor in German.

He has chosen University of Stuttgart for its connection to the arts and location in the Black Forest.  His interests are biking and hiking, so the southern region will be ideal for him.

We believe Steven Fogarty will be an excellent representative for St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister Cities, UM-St. Louis and the City of St. Louis.  

St. Louis – Stuttgart Sister Cities Celebrate 
50 Years of Friendship 
Classical Music Concerts in September

The St. Louis-Stuttgart (Germany) Sister Cities (SLSSC) celebrate 50 years of exchange and friendship with a series of classical and modern musical performances by the acclaimed Concertino Stuttgart, who will arrive in St. Louis early in September on their national tour. Performances include baroque, romantic, contemporary and the chamber orchestra is beloved in St. Louis, for whom it has performed before to wide acclaim.

Susanne Evens, SLSSC president, states, “The group is funded mainly by the City of Stuttgart, and consists of professional musicians and music teachers. The ensemble boasts a string quartet, a Violone (modified double bass!), flute, oboe, trumpet and assorted wind instruments. Anyone who loves fine music will love coming out to hear them!”

The Concertino Stuttgart has played in many cities and countries, and will be performing in both St. Louis city and county on Labor Day weekend. Host families still needed. Please contact Linda Jacobsen at 636 928 8880 if you are interested in hosting. 
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In St. Louis County:                    
When: Saturday, September 4 at 3 PM
Where: Florissant Civic Center
Theatre, 1 Civic Center Drive

In St. Louis City:
When: Sunday, September 5 at 1 p.m. 
Where: St. Peter & Paul Church
             1919 South 7th St. in Soulard
Fee: FREE – donations accepted

For more info please contact Linda Jacobsen at 636 928 8880
Youth Group Update
By Mike King

The SLSSC Youth Group has had an active summer. The students embarked on a transatlantic exchange that happened to coincide with our delegations' visit to Stuttgart which was led by Mayor Slay. While in Stuttgart, the students attended a large 2.5 day Youth Fair where they met with other youth from around the world. They staffed a SLSSC booth and promoted our organization to all attendees. Our youth group also has a band called, "H@yw!ire." This band performed at multiple venues including the official 50th anniversary ceremony when Mayor Slay signed the Golden Book at the City Hall. The students were able to build solid friendships with our counterpart youth group. 
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On Aug 3rd, our counterpart youth group from Stuttgart arrived in St. Louis for a one- week stay. Since returning from Stuttgart, our youth group has met regularly to plan for this exchange. Our youth have planned a full week for the Germans. The activities include the Arch, City Museum, Baseball game, Float Trip, Six Flags and much more. This is an excellent opportunity for the students to grow their relationship with our counterparts as well as practice their German in a familiar setting. 

The youth group will further represent our organization at various upcoming events including the Festival of Nations. During the month of July, the education committee interviewed and awarded a $5k scholarship to a local student. He is a sophomore who studies Computer Science and German at the University of Missouri - St. Louis. He will study at the Universitaet Stuttgart for 1 year.  For more information about our Youth Group contact:  Mike King, 314-853-1575.


Membership Continues to Grow
By Michael Schmid

SLSSC kicked off its 2010-2011 membership year on July 1st!  The SLSSC Membership Committee, led by Michael Schmid, Wilma Prifti, Traude Wilson & Lindsay Pickens is asking current and former members to renew their SLSSC membership.  

This is SLSSC's Fiftieth Anniversary year -- and the events calendar is packed with celebrations and special events.  We're proud to welcome many new members to SLSSC this year, including Bryan and Cristina Bergjans, Donald Flanagan, Rick and Grace Voytas, and many others!

For more information about membership contact:  Michael Schmid, 314-306-8198 or
michaeljschmid@yahoo.com

MILWAUKEE GERMANFEST ANNUAL BUS TRIP
By Roy Leimberg
Just like German Trains, our Bus left the Walmart parking lot at the Maplewood Commons Shopping Center, promptly at its scheduled departure time of 7:00 AM, on Friday, July 23, 2010, for our 14th Annual Trip of Gemütlichkeit, at the Milwaukee German-Fest, Sponsored by St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister Cities and German-American Committee. Our Group of 40, was led by our own St. Louis Royalty, Prinz Harrison and Prinzessin Ilona, and their Royal Entourage, including 4 of their entourage members from Kansas City. In honor of the Special Birthday of Hofdame Robin Orzel, the Prinzenpaar hosted a complimentary Cocktail Party during the trip. After a Brunch/Lunch break at Cracker Barrel in Bloomington, our Driver, Bill, sped us safely to Milwaukee, arriving at the Sleep (no sleep here) Inn & Suites around 3:30 PM. After freshening up, we arrived at the Lakeshore Fest Site for an evening of continuous German Music/Entertainment at the five stages, delicious German food and beer. The Biba und Die Butzemänner Band, at the Miller Lite Stage, noticed our Birthday Girl [image: C:\Users\pljg10\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\NLP1CP2F\MC900036801[1].wmf]and invited her on stage, singing Happy Birthday, and presenting her with their souvenir cap. After the Fireworks display, we boarded our bus for the Hotel, where an Iranian Wedding/Reception was in progress. Michael Orzel, Susanne & Jim Evens, hosted a late night Party for Robin’s Birthday. A buffet of G-W Sausage, German Beer, Jägermeister & Sekt, concluded a wonderful first day. After a leisurely Saturday morning we arrived at the Fest Grounds at Noon. The Parade of various German Organizations, including 8 Prinzenpaars from Mardi Gras Societies, started promptly at 2 PM. Prinz Harrison and Prinzessin Ilona, together with Ilona’s adopted American Mother-Queen Mum (Virginia Boschert), were chauffeured by John Hoff in his 450SL Mercedes, which he was kind enough to drive up from Chicago. The Prinzenpaar participated in the Mardi Gras evening stage show. After another evening of  continuous German Music/Entertainment, delicious German food and beer, and fireworks, we returned to the hotel for night-caps, before retiring. Sunday morning our bus left Milwaukee at 10 AM for our return trip. First stop, as always, was the Brauhaus in Chicago, which also allowed time for shopping at the German Stores on Lincoln Avenue. Owner/Chef Harry Kemp greeted and welcomed our St. Louis Entourage. Harry and his brother Günter are great supporters of the mid-west German Community, always taking ads in our St. Louis programs. After filling our tummies, we departed at 2:30 PM for St. Louis. Thanks to Mike, Jim, our Court Jesters Doris and Kelly for service on the bus, to Mike for his accordion music, and to all our travelers. 

JOIN US NEXT YEAR, THE LAST FULL WEEKEND IN JULY, 2011!






UPCOMING EVENTS

Festival of Nations

Saturday August 28, 2010 - Sunday August 29, 2010 from 10:00am - 10:00am

Tower Grove Park
4256 Magnolia Ave
St. Louis, Missouri 63110

The International Institute’s Festival of Nations unites the world’s many cultures for a two-day event. Musical performances, dance troupes & drum circles keep festival-goers feet tapping while the international cuisine offerings delight the senses. Watch Irish dancers, while eating traditional fare from Burma and then purchase banana leaf art pieces from Zambia. The festival also includes dance lessons, craft demonstrations, children’s activities & gift booths that line the beautiful tree-lined walkways of Tower Grove Park in St. Louis, MO. For more information, please visit www.iistl.org

In addition we will be participating in a Sister Cities booth that features all St. Louis sister cities.  Please stop by and say “Hi”. We can always use another volunteer so call Susanne Evens at:  636 530 1010.

The Festival of Nations is August 28-29, 2010. Starting at 10am both days, it ends 7pm on Saturday and 6pm on Sunday. There is no admission fee.

World Trade Center Saint Louis
presents

Growing Global 2010 

Friday, September 24, 2010 
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, St. Louis 
100 Carondelet Plaza
Clayton, MO 63105

Registration and Reception: 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Luncheon and Program: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

For more information please visit the WTC website:  http://worldtradecenter-stl.com

The German American Heritage Society of Saint Louis (GAHS) is currently planning its annual A Taste of Germany Benefit Dinner & Auction. This black-tie optional event will be held on the evening Friday, September 24, 2010 at Sunset Country Club on 9555 S. Geyer Road in Sunset Hills. 
For more information about obtaining tickets or making a donation, please e-mail GAHS at gahs-stl@att.net.
St Louis Strassenfest

Visit the SLSSC Wine Garden

This event with roots back to 1960 has been providing fun for the whole family.  With delicious German food and the ever famous polka music along with carousel rides for the kids everyone gets to share in the fun!  Dust off your dancing shoes and come on out for a cold beer and good old fashioned German Gemutlichkeit!
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Dates:  	Friday October 3 – Sunday October 5, 2010
Location:        Chesterfield Parkway (between Lydia Hill Dr &     			Burkhardt Place)
		Behind Chesterfield Mall
Admission:	FREE
Volunteers:	Always welcome!  Help raise money for 				scholarships.  Please call:  636 530 1010





Mark your Calendar for Saturday, October 16, 2010

St. Louis-Stuttgart Sister Cities presents

“Oktoberfest Dinner”

Chefs are Susie Reed, Stephanie Walter & Ilona Wilken
Dinner Ticket includes Beer, Wine and Champagne 
Cost per person $50.00
Invitations will follow
Member Robert Donze is hosting this year’s Oktoberfest.


And presenting our signature event,
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· If you’ve experienced it, you will be back!  
· If you haven’t attended, don’t miss another opportunity!  
· More information to follow
· IT’S FUN!
· It’s the best thing going on in February in St. Louis!
· Venue: Hilton St. Louis Frontenac
· Check out the website at www.slssc.org 
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